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No November AGM

In order to facilitate the processing and auditing
of the accounts for the AGM, the committee has
decided that in future the meeting should take place
in the new year rather than in November. The date
proposed is Friday 16 April 2010. The meeting will
be held, as in recent years, in the Council Chamber
at Lewes Town Hall. After the formal business
Wendy Walker will report on the progress of The
Keep project.

Administrative sub-committee: The Keep

An administrative sub-committee was set up this
year to consider how FESRO would fit into the
administration of The Keep. The sub-committee
consists of six members, John Barkshire, Phyllida
Stewart-Roberts, Roger Davey, Pam Fielding, Sue
Tompsett, and myself, with Elizabeth Hughes and
Wendy Walker representing the Record Office. It
has been suggested that a Trust Fund should be
set up to support The Keep in the future. Should
the trust come into being, the committee will
continue to monitor the position of FESRO in
relation to it. We intend that our basic role should
remain unaltered. Our principal aim remains the
provision of support for East Sussex and Brighton
and Hove archives within The Keep. At the same
time we will also continue to seek to represent the
views of the users and assist in the provision of
events and training for them.

Major donation

Our benefactor, Julian Fane, has once again made
a substantial donation to the group. This welcome
addition to our funds will enable us to feel more
certain of our financial security both now and in
the future and we thank him most sincerely for his
generosity. It is particularly encouraging to us all
to know that others also highly value the excellent
work undertaken at our record office.

Mr Fane’s 50th book, The Night Sky, is to be
launched in Lewes Town Hall on 24 February and
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he has asked FESRO to participate in the event and
members are invited. If you wish to be present
please ensure you respond on the enclosed form
as numbers may have to be limited. Invitations
will be sent out in the new year. For the event ESRO
will set up an exhibition based on Mr Fane’s archive
and his family links with East Sussex.

Support for ESRO 2008-2009

During the last year our support for ESRO has
continued unabated. Financially we have
contributed over £6000 towards the purchase of
many and various documents ranging from map
books of the Sheffield Park estate valued at £1,900
to a postcard purchased from eBay for 9p. Consult
the annual reports for a full list of acquisitions -
remembering that the report covers a year
beginning in April while our financial year runs
from September; so the Sheffield Park acquisition
will not be listed in the annual report until next
year. The purchase of the Sheffield Park documents
was particularly pleasing on two fronts. The maps
provide another piece in the jigsaw of the scattered
archive which ESRO is gradually working to re-
create as far as is possible. In addition the auction
house, Woolley and Wallis of Salisbury, kindly
waived their commission on the sale when they
realised that the document had been purchased
on behalf of ESRO. | would like to take this
opportunity to record our appreciation of their
generosity. The Friends have also promised to
support the purchase of more mundane objects
such as book rests, adjusting chairs and cups and
saucers for use at social occasions and classes
held at the Record Office.

Newsletter and website

Sue Rowland and Gail Vines continue to produce
the excellent newsletter for the group. If you have
any material that you think would interest our
members do get in touch with Gail at;
gail.vines@zen.co.uk. Last year Sue, together with )
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our web designer Peter Parker, set up our new
website. Recently it has been updated and reformed,
the news section now has a more detailed report
on The Keep and a series of images of acquisitions
purchased with the aid of FESRO. We intend to
update that section on a regular basis. The site has
been set up, updated and will continue to be
maintained for some time using a bequest of £1000
left to the group. It is a great asset and has generated
some enquiries via our new email address so it is
encouraging to know it is being used (see
http//:www.fesro.org)

Committee and other volunteer workers

All groups rely entirely on the active participation
and goodwill of members of the committee and
other volunteers. John Barkshire and Sue Tompsett
deal with all matters financial and legal and Pam
Fielding undertakes the somewhat thankless task
of minutes secretary. The substantial experience
of Lord and Lady Teviot and Heather Coleman in
the field of genealogy is an asset while Roger
Davey’s archival experience is invaluable. Judy
Brent, Barbara Abbs and Carol White and Sue Berry

continue to organise interesting visits and courses
in which we can all participate. lan Hilder continues
to monitor eBay and spends many hours following
the bidding and making significant purchases on
our behalf.

| would particularly like to thank Barbara Abbs
for her administration of FESRO visits over the last
few years. She now wishes to give up and we are
looking for someone to replace her. Do you enjoy
the programme of visits we provide? Would you
be prepared to help with the administration? If you
are please make yourself known to us.

The staff

Assisted by the ESRO staff we have been planning
an exciting series of seminars and training sessions
for next year in which we hope many of you will
participate. Without their dedication and their
enthusiasm throughout the year our role would be
enormously curtailed. On behalf of FESRO | would
like to thank them all for the encouragement and
help they give us; that support is essential and
serves to make our task especially rewarding.

Pam Combes

Forthcoming course

‘Beginners Please’

Total fee £45

A short training course designed for newcomers to the searchroom.

If you have just begun or are thinking of beginning research into local or family history this is the
course for you. Over three sessions, we aim to introduce you to the essential sources held at ESRO
and help you to use effectively the catalogues and lists available to you here at The Maltings.

The course will be held at The Maltings on 16, 23, and 30 March 2010 from 6.00-8.30pm
and will be led by Andy Lusted and Pam Combes

An application form is enclosed with this newsletter. Numbers are limited so please apply early.




New Record Office: The Keep

Since the last report, work has continued with our
capital partners, Brighton & Hove City Council and
the University of Sussex, on an options appraisal
for The Keep to establish whether it was feasible
to go forward with an alternative scheme within
the existing funding. In August the Project Board
agreed that the proposed changes to the project
would make it an affordable scheme and that
detailed designs should be worked up. The revised
scheme maintains the original size for the strong
rooms, allowing for 20 years’ growth from 2012,
but there have had to be some compromises on
the size and specification of some of the public and
staff areas. However, we are confident that this will
still result in an excellent building that we can be
proud of; if we were not, we would not be going
ahead.

Staffing

There have been some more staff changes. At The
Maltings, Fiona James left as Archives Assistant
and was replaced by Sarah Jackson, who started
just as the decorations were beginning (see blow).
At the Record Centre, Sue Thomas retired as Senior
Brighton & Hove Records Clerk after 41 years of
working for East Sussex County Council!

We also recruited two new Saturday Assistants,
Monica Brealey and Sarah Woollard, who, with
Isilda Almeida-Harvey, are running our second open
Saturday each month: this additional opening was
introduced in April.

Other news

The user survey was run in June as part of a national
survey. We were still awaiting the results, which
are processed for us by the Institute of Public
Finance, as | write. Thank you to all who took part
this year.

In August The Maltings underwent some much
needed decoration and structural works over a
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period of five weeks, during three of which we had
to close to the public. During that time the hall,
search room, offices and conservation studio were
painted and structural works were carried out in
the strong rooms to strengthen beams. We also
took the opportunity to redesign the hall and to
clear out a lot of accumulated junk, and have been
pleased with the positive reaction of visitors. We
maintained a limited staff at The Maltings during
the works, which were very disruptive, and many
decamped to Newhaven, where a massive reboxing
programme was begun in preparation for our move
to The Keep. There are still some works to be
completed in the strong room and we are having
new fire doors installed, but these are planned for
our stocktaking fortnight in January so there should
be no further unscheduled closures.

It is quite a year for building works. Earlier in
the year two of our records management units
were re-roofed, and tenders are also out for re-
roofing our outstore at Southover School, which
is badly needed. It is possible that we may not be
able to produce archives stored at the school while
the works are being carried out.

As you read this, our Open Weekend at The
Maltings will probably be over. On Saturday 7
November we are holding an open day aimed at
families, with hands-on conservation, a ghost tour
of the building and poster making. On Sunday 8
November we have a general open day with tours,
archive surgeries and conservation workshops.
The Sussex Family History Group are also in
attendance on the day.

There has been a lot of other outreach activity
going on. For example, our third project with Looked
After Children, Lives of Tradition, has involved
working with Sussex University, the Copper Family
Singers, the Weald and Downland Museum and
the Brighton community group, Crew Club. A joint
application with Action in Rural Sussex (AiRS) for
£47,369 to HLF (Your Heritage) for a project to work
with after-school groups from Battle has been )
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Steyning Scandals Walk with Dr Janet Pennington

FESRO and West Sussex Archives Society (WSAS) joint meeting

Sunday 9 May 2010, 2pm

Steyning's attractive timber-framed houses and flint cottages hide many secrets. For this joint meeting with

West Sussex Archives Society, come and discover some of them if you dare! (No children or dogs on the
walk please.)

Dr Janet Pennington, chairman of WSAS 1989-1992, was archivist at Lancing College for 18 years and is
well known for her extensive local history research.

Meet at 2pm in the Steyning Centre car park, Church Road, opposite St Andrew's church. Tea has been
arranged after the walk at the Norfolk Arms in Church Road.

£5 members of FESRO, £7 guests. Tea £2. Booking for tea essential (see booking form enclosed).

Forthcoming course
Medieval Latin for Beginners

Beginning at 6:30pm on Monday 11 January 2010, Anne Drewery will be giving fortnightly
classes in Latin for beginners, concentrating on the language as it had developed by the
medieval period.

There will be no palaeography involved, but the texts chosen will as far as is practicable be those
which are frequently encountered in documentary sources of interest to local and family historians.
Apart from a few years in the 1650s, Latin was the language of legal documents until its use was
abolished in 1733, and so your interest does not need to be confined to the medieval period to
make this course of value to you.

The fee for the course is £90, and a booking form is enclosed with this newsletter.

(continued from page 3)

successful. The Project will start in October and the create a trail of the buildings selected. The trail will

main activities will be working with five Primary be available through mobile phone technology and
Schools and a secondary school researching the there will be an exhibition. This is an 18-month
stories and history of the different buildings in project and AIRS is the Lead Partner.

Battle used as meeting places. Participants will Elizabeth Hughes

work with creative writers and local historians to
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FESRO visit to Records Management, Newhaven, 17 March 2009

After what was, for some of us, quite an exciting
voyage of discovery around the back ways of
Newhaven on a sunny March day, a small group
of FESRO members met outside a remarkably
unprepossessing building, deliberately kept
anonymous for security purposes.

Although externally the building itself appears
somewhat down-at-heel, that impression completely
belies the quality and interest of what is to be found
inside the East Sussex and Brighton and Hove
Records Management in Newhaven.

Once gathered together, we were greeted by
Ellen Taylor and Elizabeth Hughes and
given a brief insight into the work of
this internationally renowned records
management centre. The scale and
complexity of the task that is undertaken
there is astonishing and cannot possibly
be described in detail here. Suffice to
say that the cubic content of the five
warehouses is equivalent to 14 double
decker buses and they contain 10 miles
of shelving.

All documents from both
authorities that need to be stored for
more than two years can, and indeed
should, be transferred. The details of
every document are entered on a CALM
database system which enables every
record to be located quickly. The period
of time for which any record should be
retained is also noted on the system;
these periods are infinitely varied -
some records can be disposed of within
afew years, others require review every
seven years. Before any disposal is
undertaken the transferring department
is notified. An archival assessment is
also made and any records that are
judged important enough to be retained

are transferred to archives for use by researchers
in the future.

The scale of the system is probably best
summed up by the photograph which shows just
one row of stacking within the centre.

The benefits of such an effective system of
records management was immediately apparent
to all of us. It was a great privilege to have been
allowed an insight into the complexities of the
system - if you were not able to attend on this
occasion and an opportunity occurs again we would

all recommend the experience.
Pam Combes

Archive stacks, Newhaven
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FESRO visit to Pevensey - 26 September 2009

Friends of ESRO greatly enjoyed a sunny Saturday afternoon exploring the rich past of a Sussex
village that once boasted a thriving port and prized grazing land

Thirty ‘friends’ gathered in the church of St Nicolas
to hear Colin Brent deliver from the pulpit a 20-
minute talk on the history of Pevensey. Now a
modest-sized village, strung out east to west along
the spur and overlooking the drained brookland
with its highly productive grazing, extending
northwards to Hailsham and Herstmonceux.

The castle’s third-century Roman walls and
bastions remain as a massive feature, encompass-
ing the site of the moated medieval castle, with
WW2 concrete gun emplacements retained as
evidence of another later war. Although continuity
has not been established with certainty, excavations
have unearthed Saxon habitation pottery within
the Roman walls; the report is awaited. Was this
the centre of the Hastingeas? Was this the site of
a burh? These questions are still being discussed.

By the medieval period, settlement became
established at Westham to the west of the fort,
and to the east at Pevensey with its church, shown
on a map of 1595 lying between the back lane and
a quayside or strand; at this time the Haven still
had sufficient tidal water to serve as a port.
Pevensey was a ‘limb’ of the confederation of the
Cinque Ports.

Dedicated to St Nicolas, patron saint of
mariners, the church must have once dominated
its port location when approached from the sea.
It looked particularly beautiful, with the bright late
September sun picking out the texture of the
rounded grey flints and the greensand blocks of
its walls. The tower is large and impressive, capped
by a broached oak shingle spire, and given extra
height by the addition of two storeys during
restoration work by George Gilbert Scott in 1877
to 1879. The tower houses a fine peal of bells,
approached by an elegant iron spiral staircase.
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Colin Brent explained that by the 17th century
the wealth of the parish had somewhat declined
due to ownership of the rich grazing land - the
rents of which were the main source of its earlier
prosperity - passing into the hands of absentee
owners living in the Weald. In common with so
many churches, by the 19th century St Nicolas
required restoration. The chancel had fallen out of
use, boarded up and used for storing smuggled
goods. George Gilbert Scott’s restoration brought
the church back into good order; a new vestry was
built on the foundations of a previous chapel, and
an impressive vicarage built to the east of the
church. The vicarage is Queen Anne in style, with
large airy rooms and tall chimney stacks. The
striking asymmetry of the otherwise strictly classical
facade is, we were told, due to the ‘Goth’ in Scott.
It was in this later period of the 19th century that
Pevensey experienced renewal as a tourist
attraction, stimulated by the coming of the railway
and the Duke of Devonshire’s development of
Eastbourne as a resort.

The church with its wealth of interest was not
permitted to detain us as there was so much more
to see, and tea awaited us at four o’clock. So we
divided into two groups and went off either to the
Court House museum or to the fort and the
borough’s High Street. The museum is housed
upstairs in the former court house above the two
prison cells and tiny exercise yard. The first meeting
of the Sussex Archaeological Society was held here
in 1846, and in 1870 Mark Anthony Lower was
given the freedom of the borough. In 1907, a grand
pageant was held to commemorate the 1207
charter, attracting some 21,000 people. Over the
centuries serious business and law and order were
conducted on these premises, but now a fascinating



collection of items from Pevensey’s past are
preserved there under the careful watch of Peter
Harrison, the volunteer curator. As we sat on the
court benches listening to his eloquent talk, a life-
sized bailiff dressed in his original cloak stood in
his glass cage, overseeing us.

Walking down the High Street towards Haven
Bridge, where bound murderers used to be
executed by drowning, we noted the Mint House,
observed a variety of ‘charming low-key domestic
buildings’ and then sauntered back to the site of

FESRO visit to Lindfield - 31 May 2009
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the cattle market, now used as a car park, and to
the Castle Tea Rooms. Pots of tea were at the ready,
with scones, cream and jam, all delicious, and
providing a welcome opportunity for conversation.

This was a truly rich historical afternoon, for
which warmest thanks to Judy Brent for organising
the visit, and to Colin Brent for sharing with us his
historical knowledge, on which this report has
drawn. Also thank you to Peter Harrison for showing
us some of the rich past of Pevensey.

Margaret Thorburn

On a joint visit with West Sussex Archives Society, FESRO members gained glimpses into the life

of an architecturally renowned Wealden village

On a scorching hot day at the end of May, more
than thirty members of FESRO and West Sussex
Archives Society visited Lindfield, described in
Pevsner as ‘without any doubt the finest village
street in East Sussex'. We divided into two groups,
with one gratefully heading for the cool of the
interior of the parish church of St John Baptist with
Colin and Judy Brent, and the other facing the heat
of the high street with Annabelle Hughes. Then we
swapped round, before having tea and biscuits at
The Tyger, a five-bay Wealden house used by the
church.

Although the church dates from the thirteenth
century, it was ruthlessly restored in the 18th century
by the vicar, the Rev. Sewell, with brasses removed
- one to Challoners was rescued from a rubish bin
by Mark Antony Lower and has subsequently been
re-affixed. There was a further wave of restoration
in the1880s when Lindfield had become very
wealthy. Charles Eamer Kempe (1837-1907), who
had worked with William Morris, bought Old Place.
There was much competition amongst the richer
inhabitants to adorn the church, and Kempe had
given an elaborate screen; however this was not

appreciated by his rivals and he took it away again
to his own chapel in Old Place. There are some fine
windows by Kempe.

Most of Lindfield parish was under control of
the canons of South Malling and at least fifteen of
the wonderfully varied houses in the high street
are mediaeval in origin. The most remarkable
survival, says Dr Hughes, is Humphrey's Bakery
which has a curved shop window. Four different
building phases can be seen, the earliest dating
from 1300.

Amongst the post-mediaeval houses are
Lindfield House, Townlands, Lindfield Place, the
Bent Arms and the Manor House - a timber-framed
building with mathematical tiles built by Kemp of
Lewes in 1653. Lindfield and its buildings by
Annabelle Hughes is a detailed account of all the
notable buildings in the High street and there is a
copy in the Record Office.

We are extremely grateful to Dr Hughes for
giving us such a splendid tour and to Dr and Mrs
Brent for the visit to the Church and to Old Place.

Barbara Abbs
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Two recent and contrasting accessions illustrate the remarkable diversity of the records which arrive

at the office, as Anna Manthorpe explains

Several years ago | visited Rosemary Hook, the
daughter of Frank Kenward (1876-1962), and she
kindly allowed us to borrow some of his lantern
slides for copying (AMS 6451). She died last year,
and the existence of correspondence from ESRO
among her papers led to her executor to contact
us to ask if we would like the originals. On visiting,
we were delighted to find that there was much
additional material which reflected his career in the
world of bee-keeping.

Frank was born in 1876, the youngest of four
sons of Amram and Selina Kenward. Amram ran
Southover Nurseries; the family were living at 25
Priory Street, Southover in 1881. The other sons
were John, Walter and Herbert; Walter became a
jeweller at Harris and Kenward, 1 High Street, Cliffe.

Frank qualified as a beekeeper in 1911. He was
employed as a part-time lecturer by East Sussex
Agricultural College, probably from 1919 when it
was established at Plumpton, and retired at the age
of 73 in 1949, by which time he had become an
expert in his field.

He was involved in encouraging honey
production by the distribution of sugar during the
war, since the government was keen to protect the

health of the nation (and its sweet tooth). He gave
talks and lectures to local schools and groups, and
was highly respected; among his pupils was the
noted apiarist, Brother Adam of Buckfast Abbey,
Devon. Frank was also employed at Rothhamsted
Research Station. He invented the Kenward Nucleus
Hive, which he patented. After his retirement he
kept bees for about five years in one of the rented
moat gardens next to Lewes Castle, off Pipe Passage.

The large number of glass negatives and lantern
slides illustrate all aspects of apiculture, including
the treatment of diseases, a topical subject at a time
of declining bee-colonies. There are charming
photographs of Frank lecturing to boy scouts and
schools, including the bee-club which he ran at
Maynards Green County Primary School, which
would probably horrify risk-assessors today. Frank
also collected a number of interesting topographical
negatives, including a very rare depiction of the
medieval Herstmonceux tithe barn, ¢1910, before
its partial demolition.

Frank’s archive also includes deeds of 12
Waterloo Place, Lewes, and papers and
correspondence concerning his work. Perhaps
unusually for a record office we now hold a range
of model beehives, including a number of miniatures
of dolls" house proportions, complete with a bee-
keeper's shed. The archive is listed as ACC 10068.

Many will have heard of HMS Sussex, but few
will understand how it might have generated an
archive. The answer lies in the Royal Naval Volunteer
Reserve (RNVR), a body of civilian volunteers,
founded in 1903, known as the "Wavy Navy" after
the wavy sleeve-stripes that RNVR officers wore to
differentiate them from officers of the Royal Navy
and Royal Naval Reserve (reservists from the British
Merchant Navy). The Sussex Division, established
soon afterwards, was one of the earliest to be
founded. There had been an earlier group of naval p



volunteers, the Royal Naval Artillery Reserve, or
Volunteers as they were initially known, from 1873,
but that was disbanded in 1892.

In 1904 temporary headquarters of the Sussex
Division were established at Glynde Place, the
home of Admiral Thomas Seymour Brand, who
was the first Commander of the division, and it
moved soon afterwards to the Royal Naval Reserve
Battery in Kingsway, Hove. There were originally
five companies locally: Brighton (Number 1
Company), Hove (Number 2), Eastbourne (Number
3), Newhaven (Number 4), and Hastings (Number
5); there later seems to have been a Number 6
Company at Seaford.

Men from the RNVR saw active service during
both World Wars. The Sussex Division was
mobilised in 1914, and took part in the defence of
Antwerp. At the outbreak of the Second World War,
Hove Corporation's building next to divisional
headquarters was requisitioned, and became HMS
King Alfred, where many RNVR officers were
trained; it became the King Alfred Centre after the
war.
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In 1951 the division was constituted as HMS
Sussex, and in 1958 the RNR and the RNVR were
merged, to become the Royal Naval Reserve. At
that time HMS Sussex was still housed in its original
buildings in Hove; there was also a drill hall in
Newhaven. Training was demanding and could be
hazardous: a training ship, HMS Fittleton, crewed
by members of HMS Sussex and the London
Division (HMS President), was involved in a collision
when participating in a NATO training exercise in
the North Sea on 20 September 1976, with the loss
of twelve crew members.

HMS Sussex closed in March 1994 following
reorganisation of the Royal Naval Reserve; the
photographic archive was inherited by the Sussex
Association of Naval Officers, and we were the
lucky recipients of its deposit recently (AMS 6878).

The earlier organisation, the Brighton Battery
of the Royal Naval Artillery Volunteers, is
represented by an album of photographs presented
by officers and gunners on the marriage of
Lieutenant Arthur Henry Sutherland to Caroline
Mary Reynolds in 1877. The result is a riotous
collection of sailors, many of which look as if they
have come straight from a production of 'HMS
Pinafore'.

The photographic history of HMS Sussex is
mounted in two volumes, which form a meticulous
record from the time that it was based at Glynde
Place, to its last home at Maxwell's Wharf,
Shoreham Harbour. It sheer size poses a problem:
the volumes are extremely large and heavy, and
are suffering from wear and tear. Luckily modern
technology has meant that there is an easy solution.
David Calvert has been able to utilize our recent
acquisition of a scaled-down version of the camera
and software used to digitise the tithe and estate
maps. The resulting images will be available on
the searchroom map-viewer shortly.

Frank Kenward, bee-keeper: ACC 10068
HMS Sussex and the RNVR AMS 6878
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In the last issue of the FESRO newsletter, a ‘stop press’ item announced the discovery of court rolls
for the manor of Buxted at the Centre for Kentish Studies, Maidstone. Now we have an opportunity

to tell the story in full, reports Christopher Whittick

It was on a social call to Tim McCann, lately retired
from WSRO, that | was casually browsing through
the list of the archive of Lord Romney, held on
deposit at Maidstone since 1970, and noticed a
bundle of court rolls of the manor of Buxted,
covering 1427-1613 (CKS U1515 M9).

The Marsham family had been established in
Kent from the 1630s and their seat at The Mote lay
in Maidstone, which they dominated. Robert
Marsham, the second Baron Romney (1712-1793),
was a patron of science and a philanthropist; he
was a co-founder of the Society of Arts and of other
charitable bodies which survive to this day.

Partly through the lack of a Victoria County
History for the Rape of Pevensey, not much is
known about the manor of Buxted. It clearly
belonged to the Buxted Park Estate by the second
half of the 18th century - we have a court book
covering 1734-1822 and a rental of 1798 (BMW C8/1
and C4/2). Delving deeper, one can easily find the
records produced by a dispute, finally resolved by
arbitration in 1613, between Anthony Morley, owner
of the Glynde estate, and Saintmount Wells,
proprietor of Buxted Park (GLY 1030). Morley
claimed that the manor of Buxted, which is certainly
within the lordship of South Malling, was a feudal
appurtenance of his manor of Glynde. Wells denied
that, and asked to be repaid the

Archbishop of Canterbury made in the reign of
Henry Ill, records from Edward | to Edward Iil and
court rolls from Richard Ill to Elizabeth, and an
escheator's inquisition of 1432, along with oral
evidence - to show that the rent of his manor had
been paid to the Archhishop of Canterbury, then
to Queen Elizabeth, and then to the Earls of Dorset,
and never to the lords of Glynde. The arbitrators
found entirely for Wells, and ordered Morley to pay
him £140 compensation for the injuries done to his
estate during his minority.

Interesting as this is, it does not explain what
the documents were doing in Lord Romney’s
archive. My initial conclusion, which seemed like
a bright idea, was that Buxted had been mis-read
as Boxley, a manor in Maidstone owned by the
Romneys. That might have a bearing on the story,
but it won't really do - the family acquired Boxley
only in 1753.

Looking more deeply, the real reason, and a
simple historical one, emerged. Saintmount Wells,
amember of Gray’s Inn, died in 1616 and five years
later his brother sold Buxted to Edward Lindsey,
whose widow and son sold it to Stephen Penkherst
in 1651 (SAS/PN 22, 37). The following year Stephen
married Elizabeth, the daughter of Sir John
Marsham, one of the Six Clerks of Chancery, who )

profits of the manor which
Morley’s father had taken
during the minority of Wells
between 1606 and 1611. The
case was originally heard in
the court of King’s Bench,
where Wells produced a
mouth-watering array of

evidence, all now lost - 'the
Ledgerbooke' of the

Heading for a court held in the name of the trustees of the manor on Friday

after the feast of Corpus Christi in the first year of Richard Il (18 June 1484)
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soon had to step in to save his son-in-law from the
financial consequences of his involvement with the
iron industry, and perhaps his own incompetence.
Stephen died in 1657 and for the next thirty years
the Buxted Estate was run on behalf of his sons
John and Ferdinando Penkherst by their grandfather
Marsham, whose son was created Lord Romney in
1716 (SAS/PN 55, AMS 3172-3). So there is every
reason why the court rolls of the manor ended up
in the Romney archive, and the confusion of Boxley
and Buxted may well explain how they came to be
preserved.

So much for the archival history of these rolls;
but what’s in them? First of all, and of particular
interest in a VCH-less parish, many of the courts
are headed with the name of the lord, and
occasionally that of his steward, the professional
lawyer who presided on the lord’s behalf. So we
learn that as soon as the rolls begin in 1427, the
Wells family - albeit referred to in the medieval
form atte Well - were already lords of the manor,
although at some periods, especially during
minorities, the courts were held in the name of
trustees. John Stapley of Framfield was steward in
1535, in 1540 the office was held by Thomas Darrell,
and William Wood served between 1588 and 1613.

The names of the lords could probably be
recovered, with some difficulty, from other
documents, but what these rolls uniquely tell us
are details of the lives and property of the manorial
tenants, great and small. These men

NEWS

decades of the 19th century, about the estate of the
Warnet family of Hempstead in Framfield and the
manor of Tothease, itself held of Buxted. Perhaps
the greatest discovery is the history of Hogge House
in Buxted, which formed a tenement of the manor.
The building takes it name from Ralph Hogge, a
Tudor armaments manufacturer whose rebus of a
hog, with the date 1581, still adorns the front of
building. We can see Hogge and his wife Margaret
purchasing the property in 1576, and in 1580
obtaining a licence to cut down all the wood and
to create ‘as many lakes and fishponds as they
please’ on the tenement. This was doubtless a
prelude to the reconstruction of the property in the
following year. Hogge's origins are obscure, but a
clue may lie in the Burgess family, tenants of the
manor since the 1440s: it was Elizabeth Greenfield,
the widow of George Burgess, who sold the
property to Ralph in 1576. Hogge is not the only
ironworker in the rolls - both John Pray otherwise
Pinion who died in 1569 and John Mowcumble, a
tenant from 1580, had their origins in Normandy
among the families who introduced blast-furnace
technology to the Sussex Weald at the end of the
fifteenth century.

Copies of these rolls can be requested using
the reference AMS 6888, and searchers will find
their experience hugely enhanced by an
accompanying translation of each court, expertly
undertaken by Pam Combes.

and women were not tenants in the
modern sense, but the equivalent of
today’s owners - they held their lands
in return for certain customary
payments and dues and, fortunately
for us, were required to have their
land-transactions enrolled at the lord’s
court. So we learn about the houses
which once stood next to Buxted

church and were swept away by the
Earl of Liverpool in the opening

Elaborate letter S beginning the word Summa, a record of the takings
at the court held on 5 June 1488 - three shillings and two pence.
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Hello! My name is Isilda Almeida-Harvey and |
am the newly arrived Outreach and Learning
Officer for the East Sussex Record Office. | am
Portuguese and I have lived in the UK since 2001.
It's very hard to introduce oneself by distance
so | thought of a couple of questions you would
probably want to ask me!

Where do | come from?

My background is in museum education and |
have worked in the heritage sector for 11 years
including the Gulbenkian Foundation and the
Portuguese Ministry of Culture and more recently
the Museum of London Group. | live in Brighton.

What attracted me to this job, you may ask?
The challenge of developing a new service and
the opportunity to be involved in the
development of The Keep, our fantastic historical
resource centre.

What is my job about?

My job at ESRO is very exciting. My
responsibilities include preparing and
implementing an outreach and learning strategy
and manage its delivery; commissioning the
development of learning resources for adults,
children and young people of all ages and
abilities; initiate and broker partnerships with all
the different organisations in the county from
the local authority to community groups and
other museums; to pursue sponsorship and seek
grant aid for outreach and learning programmes;
to manage projects (including associated
budgets, staff and resources). | am also
responsible for recruiting, training and managing
volunteers for the outreach and learning activities
and for co-managing the Saturday service.
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What do | like the most about my job?

I am particularly keen on partnership work as |
believe united everyone is stronger and several
heads think better than one and get further!

What do | like the least?
Financial management but it is a necessary evil.

What am | doing at the moment?

At the moment | am developing an evaluation
framework for our learning sessions and projects;
organising events for our Open Weekend events
on the 7th and 8th November; planning the intake
of work placement students and | am also
working on a total of 10 different projects in a
supporting or leading role. Out of these, four
involve bid writing and submission.

A few examples are: Lives of Tradition,
involving the Looked After Children’s Services,
the University of Sussex, the Copper family and
Crew Club working with children in foster care
to research and explore Sussex traditions;
delivering workshops to Eastbourne Children’s
Centre during October half-term; working with
Action in Rural Sussex on a project exploring
the stories hidden in buildings used as meeting
places in Battle; the partnership with the
Alzheimer’s Society, collecting memories of
people in the early stages of dementia.

| thoroughly enjoy my job and | am excited
about the opportunities and challenges it brings.

What is my ultimate wish?

My ultimate wish is that eventually everyone
independently from their age, ability or
background knows of the East Sussex Record
Office and wants to visit us and use us!
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there’s also a huge retro-conversion task. There’s not just one will, there are over 42 thousand of
them, and that is just the tip of the iceberg, as Christopher Whittick explains

ESRO’s probate archive covers three separate courts
- Lewes, South Malling and Battle - and contains
many different series apart from wills. Most people
will be familiar with grants of administration and
probate inventories, but who knows what can be
found in a tuition bond, a sede vacante register,
proxies of guardianship or a renunciation?

Until recently, lists of ESRO’s wills and
administrations after 1660 could be accessed only
in the searchroom at Lewes, via typescript lists
and a card index compiled in the 1970s by Michael
Burchall; lists of local wills before 1648 were
published as long ago as 1901, but there is no
overall index even to the wills which we hold, let
alone the other contents of the probate archive.
Only the lists of the wills and administations before
1648 are available to a remote reader.

Thanks to the help of Anthony Hodge, John
Farrant and a lot of technical wizardry, all the wills
in the probate archive, stretching from 1540 to
1858, have now been loaded onto the office’s CALM
database, and the variants used by the

contemporary clerks augmented by standard
surnames. Sheila Wood is well on the way to
completing a Word table of over 3000 probate
inventories, which can then be loaded automatically
into CALM.

| would like to recruit some volunteers to carry
on with this project under my guidance, with the
aim of transferring all the documents in the probate
archive into CALM, and making the information
available worldwide via our website. There will be
an initial meeting for anyone interested at The
Maltings at 6pm on Thursday 14 January. You will
need to be able to work in either MS Word or Excel,
and some experience of reading old hands, in
English, would be helpful but not essential.

A booking form for the preliminary meeting is
enclosed in this newsletter.

Christopher Whittick 01273 482348

The current fees are:

Single membership £12
Joint membership  £18
Groups & Societies £24

be obtained from the Membership Secretary.

REMINDER: FESRO SUBSCRIPTIONS

Annual subscriptions for membership to the Friends of East Sussex Record Office are due in October.

Please send your payment (cheque or Standing order made out to Friends of the East Sussex Record
Office) to the Membership Secretary Sue Tompsett via the Record Office. Standing Order forms can

If you already pay by standing order please make sure to update to the new charges
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2010

Jan 06
Jan 09
Jan 11
Jan 14
Jan 23
Jan 25
Feb 08
Feb 13
Feb 22
Feb 24
Feb 27
Mar 01
Mar 13
Mar 15
Mar 16
Mar 23
Mar 27
Mar 30
Apr 10
Apr 16
Apr 24
May 09

NEWS

- FESRO Committee Meeting at 6.15pm
- Saturday opening (please phone to book)
- Monday - Medieval Latin for Beginners with Anne Drewery (see page 4)
- Where There’s a will... preliminary workshop (see page 13)
- Saturday opening (please phone to book)
- Monday - Medieval Latin for Beginners with Anne Drewery
- Monday - Medieval Latin for Beginners with Anne Drewery
- Saturday opening (please phone to book)
- Monday - Medieval Latin for Beginners with Anne Drewery
- Wednesday - ‘The Night Sky’ - Julian Fane book launch (by invitation only, see page 1)
- Saturday opening (please phone to book)
- Monday - Medieval Latin for Beginners with Anne Drewery
- Saturday opening (please phone to book)
- Monday - Medieval Latin for Beginners with Anne Drewery
- Tuesday - ‘Beginners Please' course with Andrew Lusted and Pam Combes (see page 2)
- Tuesday - ‘Beginners Please' course with Andrew Lusted and Pam Combes
- Saturday opening (please phone to book)
- Tuesday - ‘Beginners Please' course with Andrew Lusted and Pam Combes
- Saturday opening (please phone to book)
- ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING Lewes Town Hall (see page 1)
- Saturday opening (please phone to book)
Sunday - Joint visit with WSAS - Steyning Scandals (see page 4)

To book an event please use the enclosed booking form. Early payment (cheques payable to FESRO)
must be made to secure bookings of events. Please include an sae with all correspondence and send
to the address indicated on the booking form.

For booking Saturday openings please phone the Search Room on: 01273 482349

STOP PRESS!

After tip-off from FESRO member, ESRO intervenes at auction to rescue archive of
prestigious private school - more in next issue.




