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News from the chairman
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We were delighted once again to welcome our 
president, the Lord Lieutenant of East Sussex, Peter 
Field and his wife Margaret to our AGM in April. 
The President also chaired the meeting in the 
absence of the chairman.	

John Barkshire, Lady Teviot and Pamela 
Combes were re-elected as secretary/treasurer, 
vice-chairman and chairman respectively and Sue 
Tompsett was re-elected to serve her second term 
as a trustee. Pam Fielding stood down from the 
committee this year but happily she has agreed to 
be co-opted for one more year as minutes secretary. 
Phyllida Stewart-Roberts was elected to take her 
place as a trustee. 	

This year the work of the committee has been 
dominated, to some extent, by the development 
of plans for the Keep. First we had to accept the 
setback of failing to get our hoped-for HLF grant. 
Sadly, although the grant body commended the 
quality of the project, the limited funds available 
to them did not allow them to support our 
application with the 5 million pounds we had hoped 
for. Fortunately the problem has not dampened 
the enthusiasm of the partners, and plans have 
been made to modify the original design so that 
The Keep can still be realized on budget. Following 
the formal AGM, Wendy Walker, Senior archivist 
and programme manager for ESCC presented ‘The 
Keep is Coming…’. For members who were unable 
to attend, a summary of her talk appears in this 
newsletter.	

During the last year a sub-committee chaired 
by John Barkshire, was set up to consider the future 
development of ESRO in relation to The Keep and 
to report back to the main committee. It was felt 
that FESRO lacked the resources to become a 
benefactor of the sort that would be required to 
support such a major project. In the hope that a 
Trust could be set up in the future John Barkshire 
prepared a draft trust deed which has now been 
accepted by the legal departments of the partners 
in the project. Exactly how FESRO will work within

the new framework has yet to be resolved, but we 
are determined that, provided volunteers come 
forward to help with the work, our specific role of 
supporting the archives  through purchase and 
conservation and providing study opportunities 
and visits for our members will continue. 	

It is my sad duty to record here the death in 
late December of our generous benefactor Julian 
Fane. His interest, enthusiasm and friendliness will 
be sadly missed by those of us who were fortunate 
enough to meet and work with him. A brief obituary 
appears on page 2. The security provided by his 
generous gift gave us confidence to support three 
important purchases made in the last few months 
– the Tom Paine separation agreement and two 
Sheffield Park documents. We aim to use his gift, 
augmented with some of our own funds to set up 
a capital fund, the income from which will be 
devoted to providing for a purchase and 
conservation fund for the future. As soon as our 
relationship with any other fund raising body 
associated with The Keep has been resolved we 
intend to launch an appeal in order to set the fund 
on an even firmer basis so that it provides a 
substantial income to apply to those purposes.	

As ever our work has been ably assisted 
throughout the last year by members of staff at 
ESRO and other volunteers who kindly provide 
training opportunities for our members. We thank 
them all most sincerely for their help. Our particular 
thanks are due to Anne Drewery who donated her 
fees for her Latin class to our funds - so FESRO 
has doubly benefitted from her course.  It has been 
particularly pleasing that members have been able 
to volunteer to assist staff in creating a database 
of wills and probates for the deanery of South 
Malling – a project which will be of great assistance 
to users. The work is progressing well and a report 
appears elsewhere in these pages.	

Finally I would like to pay tribute to all the 
members of the committee who give generously 
of their time and energy to FESRO. When we lost
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both our treasurer and secretary a couple of years 
ago we were fortunate that John Barkshire came 
forward and took on the invaluable overseeing role 
of secretary and treasurer for the group. To assist 
him Sue Tompsett took on the membership and 
book-keeping role and Pam Fielding took over as 
minutes secretary while I, as chairman, also serve 
as managing secretary fixing meetings and keeping 
committee members informed of any developments 
which occur between meetings. Gail Vines and Sue 
Rowland edit and produce the newsletter for us 
and Judy Brent acts as events organiser. It would 
be of benefit if we could offer additional support 
to the editors and the events organiser – if you

have skills that would help please let us know.	
I do not wish to stand again as chairman of 

FESRO next year. I have enjoyed my years in office 
and I hope I will be able to continue to support the 
group in some way. However, I feel that the time 
has come for someone with more energy than I 
now have to take the group into a new era.  Ideally 
we need an administrative secretary as well as a 
new chairman. The tasks require a commitment of 
time and energy but they are very rewarding. 	

FESRO needs your help now more than ever 
before – please make yourself known to us if you 
are able to offer us any assistance.

In the Spring 2009 edition of FESRO News, I described the archive that was to be donated by Lewes 
writer Julian Fane to the Record Office on his death. Sadly, Julian died very suddenly on 13 December 
last year. Up to the day he died, he had been enthusiastically planning a large party in the Lewes 
Town Hall to celebrate the February 2010 launch of his fiftieth book, The Night Sky, and to which 
members of the Friends had been invited.	

As his archivist since 1992, it is a great relief to me that arrangements were recently finalised 
over his gift of fifty or so years of literary papers and correspondence to the Record Office. At the 
same time, Julian generously gave sizeable donations to the Friends that will enable the purchase 
of important documents that might otherwise have been beyond our budget. Over the next few 
months I expect to be involved in the transfer of the archive and will inform the Friends when it will 
be available to researchers. 	

Julian’s charm and courtesy endeared him to all who knew him. His death is a great loss to me 
as a personal friend, to his much-loved Lewes and to the world of literature.  Diana Crook

Independent assessor for FESRO accounts. Have you a friend or a relative who would be prepared to take 
on this job?
We need someone who is not a member of the group to undertake the independent assessment of our 
accounts at the end of our financial year. They do not need to be a qualified accountant as long as they 
have some experience in accounts, banking or a similar profession. The accounts should be ready for audit 
at the end of October or beginning of November and the task should not take more than an hour or two 
for an experienced person. 
If you can help please contact Pam Combes 01273 483681

URGENTLY REQUIRED

Pam Combes

Obituary – Julian Fane
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The Keep
Work has been carrying on apace on The Keep.  
Wendy Walker’s report on page 4 in the Newsletter 
tells you more.  

Buildings
Work on existing buildings has continued as well. 
Structural works in the strong room and the 
replacement of fire doors at The Maltings was 
completed in January and February.  Re-roofing 
works at our Southover store were also begun in 
January and continued into early April, and should 
greatly improve the conditions for archives and 
staff alike.  Because of the need to supervise the 
works, Conservator Melissa Williams spent most 
of her time at the store and carried out essential 
cleaning and packaging work.  The Southover works 
were delayed by the adverse weather in December 
and January.  The snow certainly made travel to 
The Maltings difficult and coincided with the 
breakdown of our heating system, which meant 
that we had to move the search room service to 
the hall.  However, apart from one day, the Record 
Office stayed open for the few hardy visitors who 
made it to the door during the snow.  	

At the time of writing we are nervously awaiting 
the conversion of our telephone system to bring it 
in line with that used at County Hall (date still to 
be confirmed).  The main advantage that this will 
bring us is a much improved data link for the 
internet.  Our biggest concern with the proposal 
was that we might have to change our telephone 
number but we have been assured that this will 
not be the case.  However, there may be what are 
usually described as “teething problems” if and 
when the switchover finally happens, so please 
bear with us.

Outreach
We held our Open Weekend at The Maltings on 7 
and 8 November.  Saturday was aimed at families,

with hands-on conservation and a ghost tour.  
Sunday was a general open day with an exhibition, 
tours, archive surgeries and conservation 
workshops.  The Sussex Family History Group, 
Family Roots Family History Society and the Lewes 
Phoenix Project were also in attendance on both 
days and volunteers from FESRO supported staff 
on both days.  We were a little disappointed that 
we did not attract more families with children to 
the Saturday event but we had plenty of visitors 
on Sunday, despite torrential rain, and the feedback 
from both days was very positive.	

Worked with Looked After Children, working 
with Sussex University, the Copper Family Singers, 
the Weald and Downland Museum and the Brighton 
community group, Crew Club continued.  Our HLF-
funded project, If it Wasn’t for The War, also went 
ahead.  This involved children from Queens Park 
School, Brighton, who researched the Second 
World War using archives at ESRO and interviewed 
people from a Lewes over 50s club about their 
memories of the war.  We have also been working 
on several projects with the WRVS as part of their 
Heritage Plus programme.

Work placements
We have for many years accepted students who 
are interested in archive work or are already on 
archive courses on work placements at the Record 
Office.  This year we have been able to extend this 
to more general work placements for 14-19 year-
olds as part of a wider County Council initiative.  
These students are not all interested in archives or 
even in history but do have an interest in some 
aspect of the Record Office’s work – for example, 
its outreach work or its computer systems.  These 
placements have been very successful and both 
we and the students have learned from them.  One 
is now on a long-term placement as part of their 
university course and is helping with outreach and 
education events.

Elizabeth Hughes
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Work has been continuing with our partners on 
The Keep and we will shortly be completing our 
detailed designs for the new building (RIBA Stage 
D). Our architect, David Morriss from Atkins, is due 
to present these designs to the Project Board at the 
end of April. This will be followed by further work 
on these proposals and preparations for a planning 
application at the end of July.	

At the same time we have been carrying out 
work on our Activity Plan, looking at all of the things 
that we hope to do in the Keep once we are open. 
We have been consulting with a wide variety of 
people as part of this work including schools, 
colleges, the universities, community groups and 
local residents. Separate workshops have also been 
held with a group of our users and with 
representatives from FESRO. The results of this 
work will be shared with everyone in due course. 
Work on our Business Plan is also well underway 
looking at all of the resources that we will need to

The Keep is Coming

maintain and run The Keep in the long term. 	
From 26 April – 28 May 2010 we will be carrying 

out a series of public consultations asking people 
for their views on the designs and plans and to 
comment on our proposals for The Keep. This will 
include events in Brighton, Eastbourne and Lewes 
and exhibition stands at ESRO, the University of 
Sussex and in local libraries. All of this information 
will also be available on our website from 26 April 
so please help us by taking part if you can:

http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/leisureandtourism/
localandfamilyhistory/esro/thekeep.htm

Wendy Walker, Senior Archivist and Programme 
Manager, East Sussex Record Office
Tel: 01273 482260
Email: wendy.walker@eastsussex.gov.uk

Perspective view of The Keep from the north east
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We have been invited by The Rev. Frank Fox-Wilson 
to join The Friends of Isfield Church for a summer 
meeting on July 17. We will meet at the church at 
2.00 pm where Christopher Whittick will lead the 
group. David and Barbara Martin will lead the visit 
to Isfield Place (by kind permission of Mr and Mrs 
N. Bellis).	

The earthworks of the original Isfield manor 
house, often described as a motte and bailey, but 
which have now more correctly been identified as 
a moated enclosure, lie SW of the church. That site 
was abandoned by the late 13th century, and the 
present manor house possibly evolved from its

replacement. Pevsner considered that the earliest 
features in the present house date from the 16th 
century, with the reservation that it deserved further 
investigation. David and Barbara Martin have 
recently undertaken a survey of Isfield Place, and 
it will be interesting to examine the house with 
them and hear their latest thoughts on the structure. 	

The beautiful church, dedicated to St Margaret 
of Antioch, has some features dating from the 12th 
to the middle of the 13th century. Early in the 14th 
century a major building programme was 
undertaken when the present chancel and the 
Shurley chapel were built. The chapel contains 
several fine monuments to members of the Shurley 
family of Isfield Place about which Christopher will 
tell us more on the day. 	

If you wish to bring a picnic lunch there are 
pleasant picnic places along the footpath leading 
from the church towards the river. Tea and biscuits 
will be provided if possible – this has still to be 
arranged.
See enclosed booking form for details.

FESRO visit  to Isfield Place and church – Saturday 17 July. Meet at Isfield Church at 2pm. 
Cost - Members £5  Guests £6

The picturesque village of Alfriston is acknowledged 
as Saxon in origin. Those origins are largely 
obscured by later occupation and the survival of 
so many buildings from the 14th and 15th centuries 
is (pleasantly) distracting. Juliet Clarke, who has 
been researching Alfriston documents at ESRO and 
elsewhere for 20 years, will guide us down some 
of its less well-known back lanes, exploring the 
gaps in our knowledge of the development of this 
medieval market town between 700 and 1500 AD. 	

We will meet in the Heritage Suite of the 
splendid half-timbered Star Inn with its intriguing 
medieval carved figures and end the afternoon 
there with a cream tea.

FESRO guided walk round Alfriston – Sunday 26 September. Meet in the Heritage Room of the 
Star Inn at  2.30pm. Cost £8

Numbers limited to 30 so book early to avoid 
disappointment. Booking form enclosed.

Isfield Place, Isfield by Samuel H. Grimm - 1784 
(Burrell Collection)

The Star Inn, Alfriston
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Are You Willing?

In the last issue of the Newsletter, I announced our 
intention to attack ESRO’s huge probate archive, 
and asked for volunteers to attend a weekly session 
at The Maltings to work on wills, inventories, grants 
of administration and the more obscure elements 
of the paperwork of our three local courts.	

My call was answered by three members of 
FESRO and my colleagues Anna Manthorpe and 
Andrew Lusted, and our stalwart band has met on 
ten occasions since the inaugural session on 19 
January.	

We decided to concentrate on the records of 
the Peculiar of South Malling, a group of twelve 
parishes where the Archbishop of Canterbury 
enjoyed a probate jurisdiction independent of the 
diocesan authorities. The reasoning behind that 
decision was simple. We needed to hone our skills, 
to establish a methodology and to identify any 
problems lurking in the arrangement of the archive. 
For those purposes, the Dean of Battle’s Peculiar 
– one parish – was simply too small, and the 
Archdeaconry of Lewes – the rest of East Sussex 
and a fair chunk of the West – dauntingly large.

I though that working on the South Malling records 
would give everyone a sense of achievement, since 
progress would be relatively rapid; and I think that 
has turned out to be the case.	

We have now met for a total of twenty hours, 
and in that time have:
•	 checked, corrected and augmented the details 		

of the 2855 wills and grants of probate to be 		
found in twelve out of the thirteen registers of 		
the court, 1682-1858;

•	 added the day, month and year of each will;
•	 augmented the year-date of probate with a day 	

and month;
•	 added inventory totals where these are present;	

distinguished wills, codicils, administrations, 		
nuncupative wills, and grants of administration 	
with the will annexed;

•	 checked details of 107 probate inventories, 1730-	
1836;

•	 embarked on listing the eight bundles of 			
unregistered wills, 1588-1682, adding the names 	

of the witnesses.
This searchable electronic resource will 
clearly be of great value to both local and 
family historians, but the process of 
compiling the data has thrown up many 
matters of interest and a few surprises.	

The standard textbooks, followed by 
ESRO’s finding-aids, have a conventional 
list of parishes within the peculiar. Yet it 
is apparent that at certain periods, portions 
of the parishes of Westmeston (which lies 
due north of Stanmer, an accepted peculiar 
parish) and Withyham were deemed to lie 
in the archbishop’s jurisdiction. As often 
as not, the compilers of the existing lists, 
perhaps in a spirit of incredulity, have 
silently ‘corrected’ such entries to the 
nearest peculiar parish. On a few 
occasions, testators made their wills inCover of the will register for the Peculiar of South Malling, 

1694-1703 (PBT 2/1/3).

FESRONEWS
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one, generally non-peculiar parish, but by their 
death had moved into the jurisdiction. Around the 
edges of South Malling, that is not difficult to do – 
a move from Heathfield to Mayfield would suffice 
– but as a result, a search in the ‘right’ list or index 
fails to find the will. Testators, especially in large 
parishes such as Buxted, Mayfield or Wadhurst, 
often give the name of the hamlet or even the farm 
in which they live, and innkeepers frequently include 
the sign of their house. None of this information 
appeared in the old lists and so our project, as well 
as creating a resource which can be searched 
electronically, is adding considerable value to the 
finding-aids.

	

As the project moves into its next phase, we 
will begin to add the names of the witnesses to 
each will. This is not merely a means of adding 
more genealogical information. Wills were often 
witnessed by curates, doctors, servants, apprentices 
and lawyers’ clerks, and the inclusion of witnesses 
should add greatly to our knowledge of the identities 
and distribution of members of these groups.	

As well as a good deal of hard and interesting 
work, the meetings are a lot of fun; we are in great 
need of further assistance – are you willing?

Christopher Whittick
christopher.whittick@eastsussex.gov.uk

Registered will of William Pharow of Buxted, mason, proved 10 October 1706 (PBT 2/1/4 f79)
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Documents from Sheffield Park have been the 
subject of sales since 1953, and in 1981 the 
substantive archive of the estate and of John Baker 
Holroyd, first Earl of Sheffield, friend and biographer 
of Edward Gibbon, agricultural improver and 
indomitable pamphleteer, was dispersed by auction 
at Messrs Phillips. East Sussex Record Office has 
been assiduous in its attempts to hold the archive 
together, purchasing all the lots related to Sussex 
in 1981, and in 2000 recovering from North Carolina 
an important group of manorial records which had 
been sold in 1953.	

FESRO members will recall that in the summer 
of last year at an auction in Salisbury we purchased 
three small notebooks of maps and surveys of the 
estate for £1900. They have since been intensively 
used by Malcolm Lill in the course of his continuing 
work on the management of Holroyd’s estate.	

So at the end of February we were not entirely 
surprised to learn that on 4 March Dominic Winter 
Book Auctions, based near Cirencester, had a similar-
sounding book coming up for sale. We were not, 
however, prepared for its scope and magnificence; 
our purchases of 2009 were mere tiddlers beside 
this magnificent specimen of the surveyor’s art.	

The volume of over 400 pages, which allows 
us a unique view of the implementation of some 
of Holroyd’s agricultural theories, was almost 
certainly constructed in the estate office by the 
steward Joseph Adams. Pages 1-170 consist of 
detailed maps of each farm on the estate (which 
extended to 4000 acres in half a dozen parishes, 
including those elements in Yorkshire and Ireland), 
cut from a book of over thirty surveys made by 
Edward Wakefield in 1814. On each facing page is 
a printed pro-forma detailing the names of the 
tenants, their terms, rents and allowances, the 
number of acres in tillage every year and the annual 
seeding-rates and cropping of every field, with 
comments on the state of the farms and the woods

and buildings upon them, covering the years 1812-
1820.	

In addition to this agricultural data, the book 
goes on to present (pages 191-406) an analysis of 
income and expenditure, both for the estate and 
its owners, between 1812 and 1820. The information 
appears first in annual summaries, and then 
arranged ledger-style by heads of expenditure, to 
which the sums in the chronological section are 
keyed by page-number. Loose in the book are three 
plans of Sheffield’s Monknewton Estate in County 
Meath, dating from 1778, 1784 and 1817, with 
several draft surveys and engravings.	

Any document relating to Sheffield Park is 
important to the history of East Sussex, but this 
volume, relating as it does to the agricultural 
management of the estate and the personal 
expenditure of its owners, is of more than local 
significance. Edward Wakefield (1774-1854) was 
the country’s most prominent land-agent, and Lord 
Sheffield must have been one of his first clients.	

For its period, this book is probably the most 
detailed estate survey and account that any of us 
have ever seen; it was immediately clear that the 
auctioneers’ estimate of £700 to £1000 would in no 
way reflect its ultimate price. After obtaining 
guarantees from grant-giving bodies, including 
£3000 from FESRO, we entered the lists with almost 
£6000 to spend. I was bidding on the telephone, 
and began to get worried as my unseen opponent 
sailed briskly past one milestone after another. A 
snap decision had to be taken, and there was no 
time for consultation. At my own risk, I decided on 
the Round Number Strategy – a bet that the other 
side had a limit, in this case a limit of £10,000. This 
had worked to our advantage at the sale of the 
cream of the Figg Map collection in 1988, and it 
worked again – fortunately the hammer was against 
me at £9500, allowing me the next bid – and after 
an eternity of silence lasting four seconds, the

Round Number Strategy bags Sheffield Park 
treasure for ESRO
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volume was knocked down to ESRO for £10,000.	

As soon as the news of our purchase spread, 
two private donors quickly stepped forward to 
make up the deficit, so neither FESRO, the County 
Council nor your correspondent found themselves 
liable for the difference. 	

In retrospect, it would have been a tragedy to 
let the volume go for £5,500. Created and probably 
inspired by a land-agent of national repute for a 
client who was one of the great agricultural 
improvers of his age, it records the exploitation of 
one of the most significant estates in the county 
during an important period of its development. We 
consider its acquisition by ESRO entirely in keeping

with our largely successful attempts to salvage this 
archivally ill-starred collection from the saleroom.	

But while we may celebrate this success, we 
must also bear in mind that the recession has done 
nothing to dampen the monetary value set by 
others on the archival material which we prize for 
the information it contains. There was clearly at 
least one other person to whom this volume was 
worth almost ten thousand pounds – I was not 
bidding against myself. We will be increasingly 
dependent on grants – from FESRO most of all – if 
we are to continue our essential work of preserving 
the county’s written heritage.

                                                Christopher Whittick

Plan of Meeching Court Farm, Lord Sheffield's estate at Newhaven by Edward Wakefield, 1814 (ACC 10528)
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In 2002 we were delighted to receive a large quantity 
of papers of the family of Alec Vidler the theologian. 
It all looked very interesting, but unfortunately 
some accessions have to go on a back-burner 
because of their size and complexity, and this was 
one such. Stocktaking this year provided an 
opportunity to tackle it.	

I knew that we hold records of the auctioneers 
Vidler and Co of Rye (VID), but had no idea how 
this accession related to those records, if at all. I 
needed to discover how the various strands of the 
family linked up. My apprehension that this would 
be a complicated process was justified: the 
completed schedule of records has series of papers 
for sixteen family members. But this made it all the 
more satisfying to fit together.	

Alec Vidler's great-grandfather John Vidler the 
younger (1789-1854), a merchant and auctioneer, 
established the firm at Rye. He had been involved 
in the shipping business, having started as a dealer 
in coals, seeds, timber, corn, slates and other goods,

and was also an auctioneer in partnership with 
Laurence Reeve, as Reeve and Vidler, and in 1845 
he was appointed Lloyd's agent at Rye. His death 
in 1854, followed by that of his eldest son, John 
Amon Vidler in 1856, seems to have led to a division 
of the business. The auctioneering part, represented 
by the records of Vidler and Co, was continued by 
the third son, James Coleman Vidler. The shipping 
and trading, which became Vidler Sons and Co, 
was run by the fifth son, Alexander Bishop Vidler, 
who was Alec Vidler's grandfather.	

Alexander Bishop Vidler (1829-1873) was clearly 
extremely capable; he expanded the business, and 
founded the Rother Ironworks Company at the 
firm's Fishmarket premises. He was Vice-Consul 
for France, Sweden and Norway, and a Knight of 
the Royal Swedish Order of Vasa, awarded for 
saving the crew of a Swedish man of war The 
Oradd wrecked off the English coast in 1866. He 
died suddenly aged 43.	

His son Leopold Amon Vider (1870-1954), Alec's 
father, entered the family business. Shipping was 
expanded and five sea-going barges, in which the 
firm had a controlling interest, were built at Smith's 
Yard in Rye; in 1894 a depot was opened at 
Hawkhurst Station. Leopold was also a keen local 
historian and author of several books on Rye; his 
A New History of Rye, published in 1934, is in many 
ways still the standard complete history of the 
Cinque Port.	

Alec, his only son, broke with tradition and 
found an early vocation in the church. His practice 
of making the sign of the cross at school led to 
letters home from the more conventional (by the 
standards of the time) Anglican establishment. He 
had an illustrious career, and was canon of St 
George's Chapel Windsor, 1948-1956, and dean, 
then fellow, of King's College Cambridge, 1956-
1991. He was a prolific writer, and a lifelong friend 
of the journalist and broadcaster Malcolm 
Muggeridge from the time spent together at Selwyn 
College, Cambridge.Alexander Bishop Vidler with his twin daughters Rose 

Albinia and Florence May, c1868 (ACC 8784/4/8/3)
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Few business records present in the archive, 
although sometimes personal papers are 
illuminating. A letter from Leopold to his mother 
Albinia in March 1900 states that the office in Rye 
burnt down that morning (ACC 8784/8/3/1). In July 
1912 he describes changes following the death of 
his cousin, John Symonds Vidler. He is to be sole 
manager of the company and secretary, to apply 
for the Lloyd's agency, the Swedish vice-consulate, 
and be manager of the vessels: 'it all depends on 
myself - can I pull the old business together' (ACC 
8784/8/3/5). 	

Random survivals are often fascinating. There 
is a rather gruesome account of the copious 
amounts of fluid drained from Elizabeth Barry of 
Rye, who died in 1781 having suffered from dropsy 
for 17 years. She was tapped 85 times producing 
a total of 1565 quarts; one can only marvel that she 
survived so long (ACC 8784/1/1). Fanny Elizabeth 
Plomley's diary, written from 1850 to 1857, describes 
the minutiae of events in the Rye social calendar, 
including the arrival of the first train from Hastings 
in 1851, and her launch of the Impulse at Hoad's 
yard in 1853, when her father James Foulis Plomley, 
a Vidler son-in-law, was Mayor (ACC 8784/5/1). 
Leopold Amon Vidler's antiquarian 
papers include a fine plan of the 
Strand Brewery, Rye, 1845, now 
being conserved by Melissa 
Williams (ACC 8784/8/1/11). 	

Large numbers of photographs 
survive. Alexander Bishop Vidler is 
shown with his twin daughters Rose 
Albinia and Florence May, c1868 
(ACC 8784/4/8/3). We are reminded 
how abrupt and cruel life could be: 
Rose died in 1872, Alexander in 
1873 and Florence May the 
following year. 	

Leopold Amon Vidler's father-
in-law Edward Roper was a keen 
amateur photographer, and his four

surviving boxes of glass negatives were scanned 
by David Calvert as part of the listing process. There 
are also interesting photographs of Alec Vidler's 
participation in the Cambridge Mission to 
Fruitpickers, which offered a combination of crèche 
and health facilities for the children of seasonal 
fieldworkers, spiced with a little missionary work. 	

Some of Alec Vidler's diaries had originally 
been given to Selwyn College, Cambridge, which 
generously agreed to transfer them to join the rest 
of his papers here. There is also much 
correspondence, notably nearly fifty letters written 
by Malcolm Muggeridge, 1921-1935, mainly during 
the period that he was teaching in India, and 
suffering increasing religious doubt. 	

In short, the archive contains much valuable 
information concerning a family firmly embedded 
in the fabric of Rye society, as well as the papers 
of an influential theologian. Despite a mention in 
no fewer than eight Oxford Dictionary of National 
Biography articles, the publication lacks an entry 
for Alec Vidler; surely an oversight.

ACC 8784

Cambridge Mission to Fruitpickers at West Walton, Cambridgeshire 
(Alec Vidler end right), 1936 (ACC 8784/9/6/3 (1)

Anna Manthorpe
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Hamilton Hall, indexer of wills

Anyone who has consulted the pre-1660 wills in 
ESRO has reason to be grateful to William Hamilton 
Hall, for his calendar which completed publication 
in 1901 is still the principal finding aid to some 
13,000 records. 	

Hall’s father William (1833/4-1900) was born in 
Brighton but was in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, 
when he married in 1858 and the following year 
William Hamilton was born. Two years later the 
family was back in England, at Paxton Park, 
Sydenham, William describing himself as a 
parliamentary agent. Their second son John Henry 
Sussex had been born in January in Brighton. In 
1871, the two boys were pupils at Robert Lidgate’s 
school in Quarry Street, Guildford. Their parents 
were living with four younger children in John 
Street, New Shoreham, the father being (at age 37) 
a ‘retired architect and engineer’. 	

In 1881 Hamilton and John were living in 
Camberwell, a medical undergraduate at London 
University and a solicitor's articled clerk respectively. 
Hamilton qualified in 1885 as a Licentiate of the 
Royal College of Physicians of London and a 
Member of the Royal College of Surgeons of 
England. In 1886 he had an address in Rugeley, 
Staffs, then in 1887-90 in High Street, Uckfield. 	

In 1891 the father was living (as in 1881) in 
Lancing, a widower, his occupation now given as 
stockman, Texas, USA – which was where Hamilton 
and his wife had been since 1890, presumably 
managing his father’s stock ranch. The family were 
back in England by 1894, living in Clapton, East 
London, and, 1896-9, in Frant, perhaps handing 
over the ranch to his father who died at San Antonio, 
Texas, in 1900.	

In the 1901 census Hamilton was enumerated 
as a physician-surgeon running a school for six 
children with learning disabilities at Chafford House,

Fordcombe, near Tunbridge Wells, Kent. That 
remained his address until his death in 1936. 	

Hamilton joined the Sussex Archaeological 
Society in 1884 and, bar a break while in America, 
continued until 1909. He served as the Society’s 
Local Secretary for Uckfield c.1887-90, and was an 
elected member of the Council, 1900-08. He was 
elected FSA c. 1900 and FRHistS c. 1901, and joined 
the Sussex Record Society on its foundation in 
1901. His sister Helena Invicta Hall (1873-1967) was 
author of several local historical works.	

He published five articles in Sussex 
Archaeological Collections between 1890 and 1907 
and four in 1901-13 in the journals for Shropshire, 
Somerset, Yorkshire and Ireland.  These show an 
interest in medieval genealogy. In later life, he was 
studying Babylonian and Judaic chronology, but 
published nothing.	

His articles, though, give no hint as to why he 
should have undertaken the task of calendaring the 
Lewes wills. Most probably he was recruited for it 
by Major F. W. T. Attree, R.E., a committed 
genealogist who worked extensively on the wills 
(see his notebooks in SAS Library), when Hall 
returned to Sussex in about 1887. The first 48 pages 
were printed while he was in the USA. Attree also 
likely lined up the British Record Society as publisher 
whose practice was to issue volumes in parts and 
to seek the co-operation of the relevant local 
societies. So Attree brought the matter to the SAS’s 
Committee in 1893, and with its financial support 
the first 64 pages were sent in 1895 to subscribers 
and to SAS members with a subscription form. The 
whole was completed late in 1901.	

A fuller version of this article, with references, 
is available on request, and further information on 
Hall will be welcome.

John Farrant
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For your information

This is a conference in which the arrival of the Romans and then their impact on the county and departure is 
explored. The topics include country life, religion, the iron industry and town life. The conference ends with 
a lecture on why the Romans left and the impact that had.  All of the speakers are experts in their fields 
and they will all set what they  say in the broader context of England and the Empire where relevant so we 
can see what may be unique to Sussex and what is not.  We hope that this will give and enjoyable and 
interesting over view of life in this area during a period when we were part of an Empire. The full programme 
is on the Society's web site, in libraries and Record Offices and you will receive one when you book in the 
delegates' packs we always issue for major conferences.
The fee for the Conference is £30 per person, which includes the conference booklet and morning and 
afternoon tea/coffee. There is a discounted rate of £20 for full or part-time students with evidence that they 
are on award-bearing courses. Lunch is not included in the ticket cost. Cheques to Sussex Past. Please 
provide your name, address including postcode, a phone number and your email for your receipt or an 
SAE. Please bring your receipt with you. Applications to  -  Lorna Gartside, Membership Secretary, Barbican 
House, 169 High Street, Lewes BN7 1YE. Telephone: 01273 405737 or email: members@sussexpast.co.uk 
You can alsobook through the Sussex Past shop site: www.sussexpastshop.co.uk .

The Romans in Sussex - 11 September 2010 - Sussex Archaeological Society

A series of six lectures by 
experts on the Royal Pavilion 
who include Giles Waterfield 
on George IV and his taste, 
Henry Holland (who turned a 
lodging house into the first 
version of the Royal Pavilion) 
by Prof.David Watkin, Porden 
(the Riding Stables) and Nash 
(the Pavilion we see today) by 
Dr Geoffrey Tyack, The Craces 
and the design of the inside of 
the Pavilion by Dr Megan 
Aldrich, The Gardens by Mike 
Jones, the sale of the Pavilion 
and its early use by the town 
by Sue Berry.   
 	 This will be run at the Old Court Lecture Theatre on the north side of Church Street in Brighton and 
which will be clearly signed on the day. It is easy to access by bus and by train.
 	 Bookings -  a cheque for £40 payable to The Royal Pavilion & Museums Foundation posted with an 
SAE for your receipt and programme to: Abigail Dennison, The Royal Pavilion & Museums Foundation,
4/5 Pavilion Buildings, Brighton BN1 1EE, Tel: 03000 29090 
The fee includes tea and coffee in the morning and afternoon breaks. Lunch is not included.

Royal Pavilion Study Day - Saturday 2 October 2010 

The Royal Pavilion in 1809 viewed from the east. The centre of the main front 
is Henry Holland's design with its French influence. The print is by Attree.
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Dates for your 2010 diary

Saturday opening (please phone to book)

Wednesday - FESRO Committee Meeting at 6.15pm

Saturday opening (please phone to book)

Saturday opening (please phone to book)

Saturday opening (please phone to book)

Saturday - FESRO visit to Isfield Place and Church - (see page 5)

Saturday opening (please phone to book)

Saturday opening (please phone to book)

Saturday opening (please phone to book)

Saturday opening (please phone to book)

Saturday opening (please phone to book)

Sunday - FESRO guided walk round Alfriston - (see page 5)   

Saturday opening (please phone to book)

Saturday opening (please phone to book)

Autumn Newsletter and Annual Report dispatch

Saturday opening (please phone to book)

Saturday opening (please phone to book)

Saturday opening (please phone to book)

2010

May 22

Jun 2

Jun 12

Jun 26

Jul 10

Jul 17

Jul 24

Aug 14

Aug 28

Sep 11

Sep 25

Sep 26

Oct 9

Oct 23

Nov 1

Nov 13

Nov 27

Dec 11

To book an event please use the enclosed booking form. Early payment (cheques payable to FESRO) 
must be made to secure bookings of events. Please include an sae with all correspondence and send 
to the address indicated on the booking form.

For booking Saturday openings please phone the Search Room on: 01273 482349

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-


